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About ah. CSSCC
Thc Ccnnan SheDherd Schutzhund Club of Canada

is an organiz6tion th6t prcmotes responsible
owncrship, training and br€eding of German
shephgd dogs. To that en4 CSSCC member clubs
lrain and host events lhroughout lhe year, concluding
the Canadian Cefman Shepherd Dog Championships.
Shows €valuate structur€ and typ€, trials test
workability and training nethods, while endurance
lrsts, tmcking tests, obedi€nce tests and hik€ days all
provjdc venues fo. friendly comp€tition and a tun

Rerric!in8 Ihe'lunbh.ll over thc on€-m.tE hudl€.

Whrt is Schutzhund?
Schutzhund b€8an more than 100 years ago in

Germany as a way to test the working ability of
Cerman Sh€pherd Dogs. Its initial purpose was to
dctcrmine which dogs shoLrld be used for breeding in
order to mainiain the cerman Shepherd Dog as an
all-round working breed.
Today, Schulzhund continues to be used as a

minimum breedinB standard for the C€rman
Shepherd Dog. In fact, in cermany, Cerman
Shepherds cannot be bred unless rhey have attain€d a
minimum Ievel ;n Schutzhund.

Schuahund has also evolved into a sport enjoyed
by dog lovers around the world. In Canada, there are
more than 40 Schulzhund clubs and several hundred
participants scatrered from coast to coast.

The sporl is comprised of three phases - tracking,
obed;ence and protection ' and is often referred to as
tbe triathlon ofdog sports.

Thc Toirl Dog
The CSSCC promotes dr€ lolal German Shepherd

Dog through Schulzhund, Sieger shows and Brc€d
surveys. Tbe best of the brced combines the working
sbility of the spo( dog wilh the grace snd b€auty of
lhe show dog.

The Sieger Show
The conformation judg€ will compare each dog to

his picturc of an ideal German Shepherd Dog both in
structur€ and tempe.ament as describ€d io the
intemationally accepted WUSV breed standard. Dogs
are judged on their physical conformation and
movement in the show ring. Dogs are Siven a rating
based on how well they conform to the standard

The Breed Survey
This is the final test that a dog has lo pass in order to

be eligible for breediflg under the C€rman system. A
dog must have already passed a 20-km enduranc€
test, passed the hip cenification. eamed a working
tille. and been awarded a minimum conformation
t?ring of'good."

Demonstdting thc pbp€r sho{ pc€.



Goalr of the csscc:
. to improv€ the structure and temp€mmenl oflhe

cerman Shepherd Dogi
. to uphold lhe standards ofthe Cerman sh€phe.d

dog 6s approved by the WUSV (World Union of
Cerman Sheph€rd Dog Clubs);

. to conduct conformation shows and Bre€d
Surveys according to the WUSV standard for
German Shepherd Dogs;

. to provide guidelines for breedinS to lhose who
own and breed German Shepherd Dogsi

. to educat€ ihe public in regard to the inporlance
otstrong, steady temperament as a pre.equasjte
in breeding programsi

. to promote standardized Schutzhund raining for
Ce.man Shepherd Dogs;
to promote Schutzhund tmininS among youth;
to conduct Schutzhund trials according to VDH
(German Dog Clubs) rules;
to promot€ responsible. sponsmanlike b€havioul
by our m€mbership;
to upgxade the knowledge and expe(ise of its
nembem in the areas ofslructurc, temperament,
and iraining ofthe German Sheph€rd Dog;
to pro!ide advice. assisrance, and encouragement
to groups and individuals interested in becoming
GSSCC membelsi
to conduct an annual Canadian German
Shepherd Dog Championship and Si€8€r Show;
to develop and maintain a Canadian JudSes
Training Program in p€rformance and

For morc informtlion, plelse sec our websile:
www.ssscc.ca

The Triathlon of Dog Sports

Trecking: The dog must follow the path of a
human's footsteps and find dropped articl€s a'ong th€
way. The number of tums and the age of lhe lrack
incr€ase as rhe levelofdifficulty increas€s.

T.acling c.n bc donc of gassordid

Obedicnce: The dog Inust follow th€ handler's
commands during a number of precision c\ercises.
retrieves and obstacle work. Dogs mlfrdemonstrarc a
high deg.ee ofcontrol and show spidt and sociab'lity
with p€opl€ and controlarcund other anirnals.

Prot€ction: Alt dogs already know how to biae-
Schritzhund teaches the dog when biting is
app.opriale and when it is not. The dog l€ams to
distinguish betwe€n a harmless bystander and a
potentially dangerous person.

The dog is only p€rmitted to b;te a proleclive sleeve
wom on the arm of the helper - and only when the
dog o! the handler is threateDed- No other bites are
allowed in rhe spon.

Temperament
ln S€hutzhund, temperament is everything.
The Schutzhund-cenified dog must b€ friendly and

approachable. Ii does not regard a person as a theat
until the person displays signs ol hostility or
aggression towards him or his handler. These dogs
ar€ not a danger to sociely and should neve. be put io
the same calegory as an alack dog.
Because oflhe strict temDemmena tests involved in

the spon, noi every dog can successfully achieve lhe
c€rtifi cation of "Schutzhund."

Before a dog can enter lh€ spon of Schutzhund, it
must p3ss a BH (Cornpanion Dog Test). This test was
develop€d as a peliminary, but lhorough
temperament lest. It is designed lo keep aggressive,
sbrry, or neryous dogs from panicipating in the sporr
and ultimately, from being bred.

Oth€r Breeds
While Schutzhund was developed specifically for

the German Shepherd Dog, the sport is open to all
breeds. Usually the larger working breeds have the
mosi success - Belgian Malioois, boxers. Doberman
pinschers, rottw€ilers. Bouviers and giant schnauzers
hav€ been the most common.

Shepherd Sports
Tlte CSSCC also publishes a quarterly magaz ine to

keep memben apprised of club activilies,
competition results, changes in rules and regulations
and other developments ;n lhe wotld ofdog spons.

For more infbrmalion about Scbutzhund, please se€
our webslter www.ssscc.ca.


